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Evangelists & Missionaries: Partners in the Gospel 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 
 

The past two weeks in Pastor’s Thoughts I wrote about evangelists and missionaries. Who is an evangelist & Who 

is a missionary? And do we think of ourselves as evangelists or missionaries? This week, I reflect with you on What 

is an evangelist & What is a missionary? My answer…. evangelists and missionaries are those who know and love 

Jesus. They are partners together in the Gospel… proclaiming and living the Good News.  
 

As you know this past Sunday, we lost a dear friend to our parish family with the passing of Sister Joyce Cox, 

B.V.M. She along with Father William Treacy (priest of our Archdiocese) who died on October 16th were titans of 

evangelization, ecumenical and interfaith dialogue in Western Washington. Both were missionaries to our 

Archdiocese (in a certain sense) coming to the Pacific Northwest from other parts of the United States and other 

parts of the world. They bloomed here, where they were planted as partners in the Gospel. 
 

Father William Treacy was a native of County Laois, Ireland. Shortly after he was ordained a priest in his early 

twenties in Ireland, Fr. Treacy came to the Archdiocese of Seattle as a missionary on loan to us from his diocese in 

Ireland. His time here was only supposed to be five years, but he ended up staying for seventy-four. Father Treacy 

holds the record as the oldest and longest serving priest of our Archdiocese. 
 

Sister Joyce Cox was a native of Butte, Montana who served our Archdiocese for several decades in a number of 

different roles and ministries: Vice-chancellor, Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Priest Personnel support, 

Liaison to Women Religious Communities, Ecumenical Officer, Spiritual Director, Assistant to several of our 

Archbishops and much more. Sister Joyce was a dear friend (and honorary parishioner) of our parish family. 

Crossing the Sound to pray with us at Sunday Mass, offering Spiritual Direction, retreats, and workshops at SJV, 

she loved our parish, she loved us. Sister Joyce was a personal inspiration to me in the thirty years that I knew her. 

We will be celebrating a Memorial Mass to pray for Sister Joyce next Friday November 4th at the 12:00pm noon 

Mass. If you are able, I hope you will join me at Mass to pray for the repose of her soul. 
 

As Catholic Christians, we bring beautiful gifts to the Christian Church and the world at-large. We bring servant 

leadership, care for creation and the common good, dignity for life, unity, diversity, stewardship, stability, vision, 

tradition, truth, a moral compass and the richness of our sacramental life. We are also strengthened by the gifts and 

witness of our protestant and orthodox brothers and sisters. As Christian believers we are all partners with each 

other in proclaiming and living the Gospel. When we see each other as partners and friends and not rivals, we follow 

the example of Jesus who embraced others as friends and met them where they were at.  
 

In the Gospel this weekend, we listen to the story of Jesus who found Zacchaeus perched in a sycamore tree while 

traveling through the streets of Jericho. To Jesus, Zacchaeus was a friend, not a rival or an enemy. Jesus noticed 

and embraced him as a friend. “Zacchaeus come down from that tree. I mean to stay with you today.” We are made 

better missionary disciples of the Lord when we treat each other in just the same way as partners in the Gospel. 
 

I’d like us to start thinking and praying about, what it means to be a partner in the Gospel? 
 

May God be with you. His joy. His peace. His love.  
 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 


